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Haemoabdomen is a life-threatening emergency.
Internal bleeding can rapidly lead to shock and
death if not treated promptly.
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WHICH DOGS ARE
MOST AT RISK?
Signs may include:

Intornal bleeding is often Higher.risk dogs include:

o WHAT IS
HAEMOABDOMEN?

accumalation of blood within . v Sudden weakness
invisible externaly
tho abdominal caviy. s o Golden Retrievers
Common causes include: A
7 " | Paleorwhite gums (Gacnen SHepherds A
e . ® Labrador Retrievers.
® Liver tumours * between bloeding episodes, ¥ Increased respiratory rate t Y
. v Panting o Boxers
© Blood cltting disorders G o Older dogs
. zu:‘t:nd blood vessels o Pale gumscanbesnesy || ooy anoatite  Dogs with splenic masses
o Certain cancers warring sign. : s
Blood loss into the abdomen can ' Abdominal swelling ® Dogs with clotting disorders.
oceur suddenly or gradualy. V' Weakness after exercise
sy sarschall s Older dogs are more A ¢
Why is it dangerous? bl el / Intermittont episodes of Risk factors include:
@ Severe blood loss colapes; ® Increasing age
Reduced oxygen delivery o
Shock Ropid diagnosis o Splenic tumours 4

Organ failure improves survival.

Death f untreated

o Trauma

o Cortan cancers
o e IMPORTANT o Rodenticde toxicity
Some dogs appearto mprove

temporarily before deteriorating again.
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1f you suspect internal blseding: Troatment depends on the cause ecovery may involve:
o EF 9 Your veterinarian may perform: Somi ey gyt
V' Keep your dog calm o Physical examination o o Hospitalsation
V1 Contit your vetsringien o Gum colour assessment § o Restricted exercise
immediately Blood tests Bl o Followup blood tests
© Packed cell volume (PCV) * o
¥ Teansport your dog carefully 3 ko s LR < ke Repeat ultrasound
examinations
 Seek emergency care @ Abdominal fluid assessment . e "
without delay o Radiographs (X-rays) . ain management
@ Blood pressure monitoring . © Ongoing monitoring
Do NoT © Clotting tests . v dap
© Waitfor signs to improve Ultrasound el on the underlying cause.
o Intensive monitoring

Ulrasound s ohen the mest
sl ten for detcting
© Deloyveter i

© Attempt home treatment

© Allow strenuous exercise

SURGERY
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require emerganey surgery.

COMMON CAUSES OF HAEMOABDDOMEN ADDITIONAL TIPS

Pale gums are always

SPLENIC TUMOURS N oo
Most common cause @  nciing rodeniice eaocarning;
poisoning Collapse should never

be ignored.
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Older dogs should be
assessed promptly if

severe njory. ‘weakness develops.
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